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PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS DISASTER ACT OF 1975, FRIO COUNTY JUDGE
ARNULFO C,. LUNA HEREBY ISSUES THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Effective as of 12:01 p.m. on Friday, June 12, 2020, and continuing through 11:59 p.m. on
Thursday, June 19, 2020 unless extended, modified or terminated early by Frio County Judge
Arnulfo C. Luna, continued by Order of the Frio County Commissioners Court, or as otherwise
indicated below:

Public Health Emergency. That this Executive Order shall continue the local disaster
declaration and public health emergency for Frio County for the period specified in this
Executive Order and shall incorporate and adopt the most recent executive order GA-26
issued by Governor Greg Abbott on June 3, 2020, and any subsequent orders by the
Governor relating to the expanded opening of Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

Face Coverings. That all people 10 years or older are strongly encouraged to wear a cloth
face covering over their nose and mouth when 1n a public place where it 1s difficult to keep
six feet away from other people such as visiting a grocery store/pharmacy or working 1n
areas that involve close proximity with other coworkers. The CDC advises face coverings
for people 2 years or older. Coverings may include homemade masks, scarfs, bandanas, or
a handkerchief. Frio County residents should continue to maintain social distancing of at
least six feet while outside their home.

Employers (which shall include all offices and departments of Frio County) are strongly
encouraged to provide face coverings to employees who are in an area or performing an
activity which will necessarily involve close contact or proximity to coworkers or the
public where six feet of separation from other individuals is not feasible.

IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU NOT OBTAIN OR WEAR
MEDICAL MASKS or N-95 RESPIRATORS AS THEY ARE A NEEDED
RESOURCE FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND FIRST RESPONDERS.

Our healthcare workers and first responders on the front-line combating COVID-19 must
have priority access to medical masks or other personal protective equipment. Face
coverings do not need to be worn in the following circumstances:
ie When exercising outside or engaging in physical activity outside

While driving alone or with passengers who are part of the same household as the
driver

& When doing so poses a greater mental or physical health, safety, or security risk
6 While pumping gas or operating outdoor equipment

While in a building or activity that requires security surveillance or screening, for
example, banks

eS When consuming food or drink



Please note that face coverings are a secondary strategy to other mitigation efforts. Face
coverings are not a replacement for social distancing, frequent handwashing, and self-
isolation when sick. All people should follow CDC recommendations for how to wear and
take off a mask. Residents should keep up the following habits while in public:

washing hands before you leave home and when you return,
staying at least six feet away from others,
avoiding touching nose or face, * not using disposable masks more than three times,
and

@ washing reusable cloth masks regularly to prevent the spread of the virus. .

Consistent with Executive Order GA-26 issued by Governor Greg Abbott, no civil or
criminal penalty will be imposed on individuals for failure to wear a face covering.

Frio County Essential Business. That residents of Frio County conduct essential Frio
County business online or via regular mail to avoid visiting any Frio County facilities
unless absolutely necessary.

Severability. The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Executive
Order are severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this
Executive Order should be declared invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court or
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases,
clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections that can be given effect without the invalid
provision, and to this end, the provisions of this Executive Order are severable.

Interpretation and Additional Terms. Jo the greatest extent possible, this Executive
Order shall be interpreted as consistent with and supplemental to any executive order issued
by the Texas Governor. All provisions of the executive orders of the Texas Governor either
existing or as, if and when issued, which are made applicable to all jurisdictions by law
shall be automatically incorporated into and constitute terms of this Executive Order,
enforceable as if set forth herein without necessity for the issuance of any further orders.



COUNTY

KXECUTIVE ORDER OF COUNTY JUDGE ARNULFO C. LUNA
ISSUED JUNE 12, 2020

WHEREAS, in December, 2019, a novel coronavirus, now designated COVID-19, was
detected in Wuhan City, Hubel Province, China. Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough,
and shortness of breath. Outcomes have ranged from mild to severe illness, and in some cases
death;

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) Director
General declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC), advising countries to prepare for the containment, detection, isolation and case
management, contact tracing and prevention of onward spread of the disease;

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, March 11, 2020, the WHO declared that the crisis was a
pandemic after it has infected roughly 189,000 people around the world and killed 7,511 people;

WHEREAS, currently, as of June 11, 2020, there have been over 7 million confirmed
cases of COVID-19 around the world and has killed over 413,000 people;

WHEREAS, as of June 11, 2020, there have been over 2 million confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in the United States of America and over 115,000 deaths;

WHEREAS, to date, there have been over 80,000 positive cases in Texas, with nearly 2,00
deaths as of June 11, 2020:

WHEREAS, there are currently 35 active cases in Frio County, with numerous cases being
confirmed in the last week.

WHEREAS, according to the WHO, the virus is characterized by symptoms including a
runny nose, sore throat, cough and fever, similar to the influenza where in severe cases can lead to
pneumonia or difficulty breathing;

WHEREAS, the disease can be fatal and especially dangerous to older individuals and
high-risk populations, such as those with asthma, diabetes or heart disease;

WHEREAS, President Donald J. Trump has declared a state of emergency due to the



COVID-19 outbreak in the United States:

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, Governor Abbott issued the first Public Health Disaster
Declaration released in the State of Texas since 1901 and an Executive Order which, among other
things, prohibits Texans from gathering in groups of more than ten persons;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the County Judge may declare a
local state of disaster in and for the County, and may exercise the powers granted therein on an
appropriate local scale;

WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster and public health emergency includes the
ability to reduce the possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, promote health, compel
persons to undergo additional health measures that prevent or control the spread of disease,
including isolation, surveillance, quarantine, or placement of persons under public health
observation, including the provision of temporary housing or emergency shelters for persons
misplaced or evacuated and request assistance from the governor of state resources;

WHEREAS, upon Declaration of a Local Disaster, a County Judge serves as her county’s
emergency management director and as the Governor’s designated agent in the administration and
supervision of duties under the Texas Disaster Act and is authorized to exercise all powets granted
to the Governor on an appropriate scale under Section 418.1015 of the Act, including the authority
to control the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in accordance with Sections
418.1015 and 418.018 of the Texas Government Code;

WHEREAS, on April 27, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-18 which,
among other things, provides that individuals “are encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings,
but no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face covering”

WHEREAS, County Judge, who serves as her county’s emergency management director
and as the Governor’s designated agent in the administration and supervision of duties under the
Texas Disaster Act, is charged with enforcing the Governor’s executive orders and imposing local
restrictions that are consistent with the Governor’s executive orders;

WHEREAS, the Frio County Judge has determined that the “Use of Face Coverings”
Order must be issued to ensure that local restrictions implemented to protect the health and safety
of Frio County residents during the COVID-19 pandemic, but also remain consistent with the
Governor’s newly issued Executive Order GA-18;

WHEREAS, by this declaration, I declare all rules and regulations that may inhibit or
prevent prompt response to this threat suspended for the duration of the incident;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted to the County Judge under the Texas
Disaster Act of 1975, I authorize the use of all available resources of state government and political
subdivisions to assist in the County's response to this situation; and

WHEREAS, it 1s the intent the intent of this Executive Order to remain as consistent with



and to harmonize, to the extent possible, the executive orders of Governor Greg Abbott;

WHEREAS, given the ongoing evaluation of circumstances related to the COVID-19
virus, the updated recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and the Texas Department
of State Health Services, and the substantial risks posed by the COVID-19 virus to Frio County
residents and their property, the following extraordinary measures shall be taken to mitigate the
effects of this public health emergency and to facilitate a response to the public health threat in
order to protect the public’s safety;

WHEREAS, I, Arnulfo C. Luna, the County Judge and presiding officer of Frio County,
have determined that extraordinary and immediate measures must be taken to respond quickly,
prevent and alleviate the suffering of people exposed to and those infected with the virus, as well
as those that could potentially be infected or impacted by COVID-19 throughout Frio County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DECLARED BY THE COUNTY JUDGE OF THE COUNTY OF
FRIO:

That a local state of disaster and public health emergency is hereby declared throughout
Frio County pursuant to §418.108(a) of the Texas Government Code.

Pursuant to §418.108(b) of the Government Code, the state of disaster and public health
emergency shall continue for a period of not more than seven days from the date of this
declaration unless continued or renewed by the Frio County Commissioners Court.

3. Pursuant to §418.108(c) of the Government Code, this declaration of a local state of
disaster and public health emergency shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall
be filed promptly with the County Clerk.

Pursuant to §418.108(d) of the Texas Government Code, this declaration of a local state of
disaster and public health emergency activates Frio County's Emergency Management Plan
as well as all appropriate recovery and rehabilitation aspects of the emergency management
plan and authorizes the furnishing of aid and assistance as necessary or appropriate.

Pursuant to the authority granted under the laws of the State of Texas, this declaration
authorizes Frio County to take any actions necessary to promote health and suppress
disease throughout Frio County, including quarantine, examining and regulating hospitals,
regulating ingress and egress throughout Frio County and any impacted areas.

Pursuant to the statutory authority vested in me as the presiding officer of the County of
Frio, in coordination and consultation with the Local Health Authority, further issue
additional guidance and restrictions as set out within the Declaration Regarding Facial
Coverings effective until further notice for the duration of this Declaration, attached hereto
and incorporated herein as Exhibit "1."



As the County Judge and presiding officer of the County of Frio, I further reserve all other
authority and powers conferred by state law to respond as necessary to the situation which
is the subject of this Declaration.

This Declaration shall take effect immediately from and after its issuance.
Declared this 6th of June, 2020.

1. th 2. ff Core
ARNULFO C. LUNA
Frio County Judge


